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Information 

In October, 
Inclusion International organised a conference 
The conference was in Spain. 
The conference was about inclusive education. 
 

It was a great conference! 
It talked about how to make sure that 
all countries have more inclusive education. 
This is important so that  
children with intellectual disabilities 
can go to school with other children and learn more. 
I hope in future this will happen. 
 
Andrew Doyle, 
President of EPSA 

Oct-Dec 2009 

From 21-23 October,  
Inclusion International had a conference 
about inclusive education in Spain. 
 
Lots of people came from all over the world  
to talk about why  
people with intellectual disabilities 
should have the right to a good education 
and go to the same school as everyone else. 
 
This is written 
in the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
 
At the conference, 
people talked about a meeting on  
inclusive education 
That happened 15 years ago. 
They wanted to see if anything had changed since then. 
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Global conference on inclusive education 
At the conference, Mia Farah did a speech. 
Mia is a self-advocate. 
 
Mia said that if people with intellectual disabilities  
have a good education, 
they will be able to get a job and be included in society. 
 
Mia said that we need to change things 
so that people with intellectual disabilities 
can be included more in schools  
and have a better education. 
 
Mia also said that: 
 
• We need strong laws about the right to education. 

• We need an education system that respects the needs  

of all students. 

• We need teachers who are trained to teach all children. 

• We need more disabled teachers in schools. 

• We need more support for people with intellectual disabilities 

so we can understand their choices. 

 
She said it was important to listen to children with disabilities, 
to find out what they need. 
She said: “We are the experts!” 
 
At the conference, 
Lots of important people spoke, 
like the president of Inclusion International, 
and someone from the United Nations Organisation. 
 
There were also small workshops 
for people to talk about  
how to make sure all people with intellectual disabilities 
can go to the same school as everyone else. 
 
At the conference, Inclusion International 
presented a report about inclusive education. 



The report looked at schools in many different countries in the world. 
The report showed that: 
 
• Many children with disabilities do not go to school. 

• Many children with disabilities do not finish primary school. 

• People still discriminate against children with disabilities. 

• Teachers do not know how to teach children with disabilities. 

But the report also showed that: 
 
• There are more and more schools  

that include children with disabilities. 

• Inclusion in schools leads to inclusion in the community. 

• The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

can help us to change things, 

so that more children with intellectual disabilities can go to school. 

 
At the end of the conference,  
they decided to write a resolution. 
A resolution is a paper which says what all participants think. 
 
Here are the four points of the resolution: 
 
1. We should be committed to making education inclusive in all countries.  

2. We should make sure that children with disabilities  
can go to the same school as other children  
and get the support they need. 

3. We should make sure all governments ratify  
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

4. We should work together to achieve education for all. 

All the people at the conference 
will try to do these things in their country 
so that all children with intellectual disabilities  
can have the right to a good education with all other children. 
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